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to them by their employers is very im-
portant, and trying to strengthen the 
funding rules over these plans is criti-
cally important. 

I can tell you that there are some 
issues that we are hung up on. We have 
had a lot of conversations. We are con-
tinuing to have conversations. I am a 
little more optimistic today than I was 
yesterday, but we are not there yet. 
There are Democrat Members who have 
been involved in at least informal con-
versations on both sides of the Capitol 
with regard to how we would proceed, 
but no timeline yet. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for those comments. 

As you recall when we discussed this 
matter, it is still my understanding 
that the Democratic conferees have yet 
to be really engaged in the conference 
proceedings. You and I had a discussion 
on that, and I would hope that that 
might happen. 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, if the 
gentleman would yield. 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to my friend. 
Mr. BOEHNER. Most of the Repub-

lican conferees have yet to sit down at 
the table as well. The principals have 
been involved and the leadership on 
both sides have been involved, and as I 
said, there have been a lot of informal 
conversations with Democrat Members 
on both sides of the Capitol. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
you indicate that the leadership on 
both sides of the aisle have been in-
volved. 

Mr. BOEHNER. I said Democrat 
Members have been involved on both 
sides of the Capitol. 

Mr. HOYER. I mean the leadership of 
the committees is what I was talking 
about. 

Mr. BOEHNER. The leadership on the 
Senate side and the House side have 
been engaged in this as well. 

Mr. HOYER. I appreciate the com-
ments and would hope that is the case, 
and we will talk to our leaders on that 
so that we can both, working together, 
move this bill forward. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCHENRY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JUNE 
19, 2006 AND HOUR OF MEETING 
ON TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2006 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning hour debate; and further, 
when the House adjourns on that day, 

it adjourn to meet at 9:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, June 20, 2006, for morning hour de-
bate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 

f 

REMOVING MEMBER FROM 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I 
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res. 
872) and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 872 

Resolved, That Mr. Jefferson is hereby re-
moved from the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the resolution? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 
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REAPPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO 
ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMIS-
SION BOARD OF ADVISORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 214(a) of the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 15344), 
and the order of the House of December 
18, 2005, the Chair announces the 
Speaker’s reappointment of the fol-
lowing member on the part of the 
House to the Election Assistance Com-
mission Board of Advisors for a term of 
2 years. 

Mr. Thomas A. Fuentes, Lake Forest, 
California. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

IRAQ 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, it has 

been almost 39 months since our troops 
were sent to Iraq; and today, more than 
37 months after the President declared 

their mission accomplished, they are 
still there, still fighting a guerrilla war 
for which they weren’t properly trained 
or equipped, still paying for the tragic 
blunders of their civilian superiors, and 
still risking life and limb because of a 
security threat that never even ex-
isted. 

If American troops are still in Iraq at 
year’s end, and, unfortunately, it ap-
pears they might be, we will have been 
in Iraq longer than these soldiers’ 
grandfathers fought in World War II. 
The difference is that that was a much 
different war, with a clearer objective, 
a national consensus, a moral core, and 
a just cause. 

Not only has Iraq not made us safer; 
it has actually harmed our national se-
curity, making the United States an 
international pariah, provoking the 
range of anti-American jihadists 
around the Muslim world, and stoking 
the fires of an insurgency that gets 
stronger every day, every day that we 
are in Iraq. 

And that doesn’t even take into ac-
count the staggering human cost, the 
2,500th American soldier killed just 
yesterday, more than 1,800 soldiers 
gravely wounded, thousands of others 
mentally and physically traumatized 
by their combat experience, not to 
mention the countless tens of thou-
sands of Iraqi civilians who died for the 
cause of their own so-called liberation. 

Mr. Speaker, the sham resolution 
that the Republicans in Congress 
brought to the floor yesterday and that 
we voted on just a few minutes ago is 
yet another partisan divisive attempt 
to stay the course and to link support 
for this war to support for our troops. 

We could have debated particulars of 
a military disengagement. We could 
have a substantive discussion that re-
sults in an actual change in the Na-
tion’s Iraq policy. Instead, we did noth-
ing more than a little Kabuki dance 
that at the end of the day won’t change 
a single thing except to prove that my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
are willing to distort the facts and use 
the war and our troops for politics. 

There is nothing inconsistent about 
having the deepest contempt for the 
war, but the utmost admiration for the 
soldiers on the front lines. Last fall, I 
traveled to Iraq and visited with our 
troops. My conversations with them 
only confirmed what I already knew, 
that these are uniquely loyal, intel-
ligent, and courageous Americans. 
They represent the very finest our 
country has to offer, and they deserve 
our unyielding gratitude every hour of 
every day. 

If only they had civilian leaders who 
were worthy of their service and their 
sacrifice. If only the people who are 
running this war had half the honor, 
half the integrity of the men and 
women who are fighting it. It is be-
cause I support the troops that I have 
advocated so passionately for their re-
turn home. And we can do that, and we 
can do it without abandoning Iraq. 

We must establish a multilateral se-
curity force to keep the peace in Iraq 
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